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It always comes as something of a shock when we get to the end of 
the year. You look back and wonder where it all went and realise 
that so many of the jobs you’d promised yourself would get finished 
have been left undone. Time seems to fly by. I’ve been told that the 
speed with which time passes increases as you get older and that 
there is a recognised scientific theory behind the phenomena. I’ll 
have to look it up on the internet at some point (when I find the 
time). But another year has nearly passed us by and we must look 
forward to 2012 and hope that amongst the worlds financial turmoil 
and austerity measures we can come through unscathed. Perhaps 
we can learn from those in the past who made do with so little and 
yet came through smiling.

The end of the year also signals an opportunity for me to thank you 
for your support over the last 12 months. I enjoy producing the 
magazine and organising the meetings and not a month goes by 
without my learning more about our wartime history. I hope the 
same goes for you and that the magazine has an appropriate mix of 
articles to meet your interests.  Without your support the Society 
could not function and your continued support by renewing your 
subscription for 2013 would be greatly appreciated. Unfortunately, 
costs (postage and printing) have been increasing over several 
years and I need to increase the subscription to £15. It’s not 
something I’ve done lightly and have resisted making an increase 
over the past few years but I have no choice if the magazine is to 
continue.  Thank you for your input and encouragement and enjoy 
what’s left of 2011

Ian

The 1940s Society
For Everyone Interested in Wartime Britain

Regular meetings at Otford Memorial Hall near Sevenoaks

Friday 25th November 2011 - 8pm

Friendly meetings learning more about life in the 1940’s. 
Meetings start at 8pm at Otford Memorial Hall, Nr. Sevenoaks.

Admission £3. Further details from Ian on 01732 452505 or
visit the Web Site at: www.1940.co.uk

Is Defeat Final?
The European Gorvernments in Britain 1940-45

Jon Mills

With Germany occupying most of 
Western Europe by the summer of 1940, 
Britain became the only country from 
which displaced European governments 
and their armed forces could continue the 
fight against Nazism. 

Jon Mills looks at the activities of these 
exiled allied governments and armies, 
their continued fight against oppression 
and, in some cases, their eventual return 
to their liberated countries.

Jon Mills is a well known expert on British 
Home Front and has written a number of 
excellent books on home front 
organisations and military matters. He 
regularly writes for a number of history 
and genealogy magazines as well as 
giving lectures. We are delighted to have 
such a knowledgeable and interesting 
speaker so please come along for what 
will be a fascinating evening.
.

If you have any comments, articles or information of interest we would be pleased to consider it for future use. Please contact us at: The 
1940’s Society, 90, Lennard Road, Dunton Green, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 2UX or email us at: magazine@1940.co.uk .

All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part and in any form whatsoever, is strictly prohibited without the prior permission of the editor. 
Whilst every care is taken with material submitted to ‘The 1940s Society”, no responsibility can be accepted for loss or damage. Opinions 
expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or the 1940s Society.

Whilst every effort has been made to contact all copyright holders, the sources of some pictures that may be used are obscure. The 
publishers will be glad to make good in future editions any error or omissions brought to their attention. The publication of any quotes or 
illustrations on which clearance has not been given is unintentional.

Designed and produced by Ian Bayley. .   © Ian Bayley 2011

Goodbye 2011

Please renew your subscription for 2012 on-line at  
www.1940.co.uk or fill out and return the form on the back of this magazine.
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Brian Webb continues his look at wartime music with details of 
the considerable influence of black musicians.

Young, Gifted & Black ... 

Welcome to the third of my 
‘rambles’ through the history 
of pre-war and wartime dance 
music which brings me to one 
of my favourite themes.  This is 
the one link which allows me to 
have Jamaican reggae music 
alongside Henry Hall and the BBC 
Dance Orchestra on my local 
radio broadcasts.  My passion for 
reggae and soul music stretches 
back to my youth, growing up 
in West London in the mid-late 
1970s – my discovery and love 
of British Dance Bands exploded 
surprisingly from a Sunday 
afternoon television series called 
(I think) ‘The Dance Band Days” 
which I caught in 1978.

I was fascinated by these 
vintage rhythms and strict tempo 
arrangements which were at the 

other end of the spectrum to my 
latest import single from Jamaica!  
Black music and style has played 
a remarkably fresh and lively 
role in making Britain a leading 
culture and fashion base in 
the twentieth century.  The rich 
influences of street fashion in 
the 1960s with Mod style – the 
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exciting and dynamic soul and 
reggae explosions in the 1970s  
and 1980s all have their fledgling 
roots in the early years of the last 
century if we look for them.
Black jazz music arrived in the 
UK as early as WW1 – albeit 
played by white musicians.  It 
was the racy drug and cocktail 
fuelled 1920s which saw black 
jazz bands attract a wealthy 
and exotic following with the 
first ‘rave parties’ (!) – in style 
not name!  In the 1920s disused 
London factory units and grand 
Edwardian public conveniences 
became home to illegal parties.  
Planned at the last minute with 
young rich ‘clubbers’ accessing 
the secret underground world by 
passwords and signs – such as 
the famous ‘Tut & Come In’ party 
where your access was a ‘tut’ and 
a wink code to the ‘bouncers’ who 
only allowed those in the know 
to “Tut & Come In”.  Fancy dress 
themes or outlandish cross-
dressing was a la mode.

These parties were for the wealthy 
disaffected ‘lost’ generation not 
the ‘working man’.  However, the 
access for black jazz music meant 
that suddenly a ‘scene’ was born.  
More London ‘respectable’ clubs 
joined the party and became the 
haunt of jazz musicians such 
as Jimmy Skidmore and Kenny 
Baker, who often sat in and then 
socialised with the black groups. 
The Nest Club, The Bag O’nails, 
Shim-Sham Club and The Cuba 
Club are names that occur over 
and over again in jazz history from 
this period.

From these early experiments in 
the “party scene” of the 1920s 
came the 1930s dance bands 
which grew up and out of the post-
Great War excesses.  The best-
known band was Ken ‘Snakehips’ 
Johnson’s West Indian Dance 
Band which was formed in early 
1937. Johnson was a dancer, not 
a musician, and the band was 
initially assembled and rehearsed 

Disused 
London 
factory units 
and grand 
Edwardian 
public 
conveniences 
became home 
to illegal 
parties.

by trumpeter Leslie Thompson. 
The band attracted top West 
Indian musicians such as Dave 
Wilkins, Carl Barriteau, Leslie 
‘Jiver’ Hutchinson, Bertie King 
and Yorke de Souza. The band 
was a wild success and they built 
a regular work pattern of clubs, 
music hall, cinema tours, radio 
broadcasts with some commercial 
recordings.  They had a long run 
at The Old Florida Club in Bruton 
Mews in the central London, and 
made their first broadcast in 1938. 
Other residencies followed at 
Willerby’s from April to October 
1939, and the smart, exclusive 
Cafe de Paris club in London. 

It was said that Johnson’s band 
got the job because being a 
‘coloured’ band it accepted a 
lower rate of pay than other name 
bandleaders. 

The band got little opportunity to 
play jazz - dance music was the 
order of the day with a few ‘hot’ 
solos, the records made for British 
Decca (1938) and HMV (1940) 
were aimed at buyers of dance 
band records, not jazz, and those 
who heard the band live at this 
time explain that these recordings 
are a pale shadow of what the 
band could be like ‘live’

On March 8th 1941, the Cafe de 
Paris in the West End of London 
suffered a direct hit in an air raid 
(despite being advertised as safe, 
underground dance hall).  A bomb 
exploded on the dance floor, 
entering via a ventilation shaft, 
killing Johnson and sax player 
Dave ‘Baba’ Williams plus a large 
number of the Cafe’s dancing 
clientele.  This blew the heart 
out of the danceband scene in 
wartime London.
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Following the virtual destruction of 
the ‘Snakehips’ Johnson band it 
was not until 1944 that trumpeter 
‘Jiver’ Hutchinson revived the all-
black British swing band concept.
 
Billed initially as Leslie ‘Jiver’ 
Hutchinson’s All-Coloured 
Orchestra, the band toured for 
the agent and bandleader Bert 
Ambrose.  By 1945 they were 
working throughout the UK and 
carried out a two-month tour of 
India for ENSA, the first civilian 
band to play for British troops in 
that region.  ‘Jiver’ Hutchinson 
was especially popular as a young 
heartthrob with his young white 
women fans - black performers 
were rare at this time and his 
charm and good looks “bowled us 
over at the time, he was so exotic 
– really beautiful, he was”

The end of the war saw 
problems securing bookings as 
returning white bands looked 
for work.  Jiver’s band faced 
what was then referred to as a 
‘colour bar’ in securing bookings. 
The leader felt excluded from 
dance hall circuit bookings, 
hotel seasons, and even BBC 
broadcasts.  Work dried up and 
his career moved to working as 
a session musician and later as 
a band member for Geraldo.
Some of these great black 
musicians from the period 
have left excellent recordings 
of their work.  Often black 
artists privately recorded titles 
for limited production of highly 
sought after 78s – the first ‘DJ’ 
material emerged in the late 
1930s with ‘record sessions’ 
featuring in some clubs where 
bands could not be engaged for 
cost, logistics or location.

Another well respected black 
musician, Joe Deniz, got the 
opportunity to play with visiting 
American bands such as Fats 
Waller, the Mills Brothers and the 
Ink Spots. He then worked at the 
Cuba Club in Gerrard Street, (later 
Ronnie Scott’s first club) making a 
name for himself and inviting other 
colleagues to jam with him. 

Pioneer electric guitar player 
Lauderic Caton was born in 
Trinidad in 1910. After working in 
Europe in the late 1930s he came 
to London in 1940 just before 
the fall of France.  His skills were 
much in demand by the dance 
bands of the day and worked 
with Cyril Blake, Harry Parry, 
Johnny Claes, Bertie King and 
Ray Ellington as well as leading 
the Caribbean Club Trio from late 
1944 to 1946. 

So the rich heritage of our dance 
band scene has many varied 
influences from black musicians 
and as I always point out, the 
Second World War in Britain 

was not fought to a soundtrack 
of Glenn Miller and American 
Swing music.  Our rich heritage 
of exciting black British music has 
its roots in the early years of the 
twentieth century and despite the 
prejudices of the period, talent 
shone through.

Now, my Joe Gibbs African Dub 
album is nestling alongside the 
Lew Stone sessions and I am 
thrilled to be able to enjoy them 
both – and Lew’s recordings 
“White Jazz” and “Blue Jazz” 
alongside the acetate “Black Jazz” 
from 1936, say it all really . . . 

Despite the 
prejudices 
of the 
period, 
talent shone 
through.
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Two miles north of the 
Cambridgeshire village of 
Molesworth  lies a disused airfield, 
its remaining buildings eerily quiet 
and its former occupants long 
gone. It was first acquired for 
use by the RAF in 1940, but by 
1942 it became known as Station 
107, part of the huge expansion 
which took place in Eastern 
England to accommodate the 
United States Eighth Air Force. 
The 8th was described, at the 
time as “the greatest striking force 
the world has ever  known”. Not 
without good reason. As far as 
the Americans were concerned 
there would be no shortage of 
personnel, equipment and, of 
course, aeroplanes. Molesworth 
became home to the B17 Flying 
Fortresses of the 303rd Bomb 
Group, the original Hell’s Angels, 
motto : Might in Flight. The Group 

comprised the 358th, 359th, 360th 
and 427 Bomb Squadrons.

Boeing’s B17 Flying Fortress 
was a four engine bomber which 
first flew in 1935. By 1943, 
development had reached the G 
variant, powered by four 1200hp 
Wright Cyclone engines and 
capable of nearly 300 mph at 
30,000 feet. The B17G usually 
carried an 8 or 10 man crew and 
was equipped with 12 machine 
guns and able to carry a 6000lb 
bomb load deep into occupied 
Europe. A flying fortress indeed. 
The success of the aircraft is 
amply demonstrated by the 12,000 
that were produced. One such 
machine was 42-39810 of the 
358th Bomb Squadron. Typically, 
the American crew christened their 
aircraft and 42-39810 was better 
known as “Big A Bird” and carried 

Graham Holmes from Lashenden Air Warfare Museum 
descibes the fate of B17 Flying Fortress ‘Big A Bird’.

Special Delivery 
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nose art in the shape of a stork 
carrying the traditional bundle. 
However, instead of a baby, the 
bundle contained a large fearsome 
looking bomb with the words 
“Special Delivery”, inscribed.

“Big A Bird”, waited in the pre 
dawn darkness at Molesworth 
on the 11th February 1944 
as its crew led by 2nd Lt.Joe 
R.Worthley made their way to 

the briefing hut to discover the 
target for that day. 21 aircraft 
would be going to Frankfurt am 
Main on a mission scheduled to 
take 8 hours. The aiming point 
would be the industrial area 
of the city, containing, among 
other things, an aircraft propeller 
plant. Each aircraft would carry 
its maximum bomb load of 12 
general purpose bombs and 
the group would be led into the 
target area by two pathfinder 
B17’s of the 412nd Bomb Group. 
Following take off at 08.51hrs, 
the aircraft would assemble north 
west of Cambridge and then 
head out across the North Sea 
from Felixstowe, crossing the 
enemy coast between Oostende 
and Dunkirk, reaching Frankfurt 
at 12.22hrs. The Navigator, 
2nd Lt. Joseph  Ratay noted 
that the return route would take 
them on a different heading, 
crossing the coast near Dieppe, 

making landfall at Beachy Head 
and reaching Molesworth for 
landing at 15.14hrs. Both routes 
were chosen to avoid fighter 
concentrations and flak (anti 
aircraft) batteries. True enough 
the outbound route was largely 
uneventful, save for six crews who 
had to abort for various reasons. 
The 303rd was escorted by 
P47 Thunderbolts for the initials 
stages and return leg, whilst P51 
Mustangs and P38 Lightnings 
would provide cover over the 
target area. 

As the target approached, the 
Bomb Aimer, 2nd Lt.Eugene 
Blum took up his position over 
the bomb sight and Worthley 
ordered “chaff” (strips of metal 
foil to confuse enemy radar) 
to be released. Crews were 
already reporting that flak was 
particularly accurate and “Big 
A Bird”, being in the lead group 

was soon experiencing its effects. 
Just as Blum signalled bombs 
away, the aircraft was rocked by 
huge hits on two of its engines. 
One of these engines supplied 
power to the gun turrets, so from 
now on the Fortress was virtually 
defenceless against fighter attack. 
The loss of two engines also had 
a serious effect on the handling 
of the aircraft and Worthley was 
now finding it difficult to keep up 
with the rest of the formation and 
to add to his problems, altitude 
was gradually being lost. The 
damage also resulted in loss of 
precious fuel and the Engineer, S/
Sgt.Edwin Johnson now reported 
that there would be insufficient 
fuel to reach Molesworth.  2nd 
Lt.Ratay, the Navigator was 
asked to provide a course for 
RAF West Malling, where it was 
hoped that an emergency landing 
might be carried out. However, 
the fuel situation was now critical 
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and with the loss of altitude, the 
crew now faced the unenviable 
scenario of a crash landing in 
open country. The Fortress was 
now too low for any of the crew to 
bail out. Worthley therefore issued 
instructions that apart from himself 
and the co pilot, 2nd Lt.Kenneth 
Cook, all other members of the 
crew were to assume crash 
positions in the radio room. The 
two remaining powered engines 
now cut out through loss of fuel 
and “Big A Bird” came crashing 

down through some oak trees by 
August Pitts Farm in Churn Lane, 
Horsmonden at around 14.30hrs. 
The tail section remained in one 
of the trees and one engine was 
torn away and came to rest in a 
hop garden. Incredibly, there was 
only one fatality, the Engineer 
Edwin Johnson. Even more 
remarkable was the lack of injuries 
suffered by Worthley and his co 
pilot. The remainder of the crew 
all received serious injuries, 2nd 
Lt. Joseph Ratay (broken left 

leg), Bomb Aimer, 2nd Lt.Eugene 
Blum (broken left arm), Radio 
Operator, S/Sgt.Harry Rogan 
(broken right arm), Gunners, 
Sgt.Grant Vanderhoff (broken 
leg), S/Sgt.Benjamin Malherbe 
(Fractured hip), Sgt.Raymond 
Robinson (dislocated hip) and S/
Sgt.Fred Lawson (broken right 
leg). The Goudhurst Detachment 
of the British Red Cross were 
soon at the scene and rendered 
what assistance they could to 
the injured. Johnson was initially 
buried at Maddingly, Cambridge 
but was later exhumed and 
returned to his native Virginia.

JOE R. 
WORTHLEY CREW 
- 358th BS crew 
assigned 358BS 14 
Nov 1943 - photo 
06 Feb 1944

The results of the mission were 
said to be poor with very little 
damage caused to the target.

A sad sequel to this story 
concerns the pilot, 2nd Lt.Joe 
Worthley. Following the 
Horsmonden crash he was 
assigned another crew and on 
the 24th May 1944 when flying on 
what would have been his 25th 
and final mission, he was killed 
when his aircraft received a direct 
flak hit in the cockpit, whilst over 
Berlin.

The route map to 
Frankfurt
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Peter Frost, Chairman of the Peckham Society, relays details 
of a prisoner of war camp on Peckham Rye Common in South 
London which was recently highlighted with the erection of an 
information board detailing its history.

Anglo Italian concord on 
Peckham Rye Common

During the Second World War, 
the British armed services fought 
the Italian army in North Africa 
and by the beginning of 1941 
General O’Connors’ 13th Corps 
had captured no fewer than 
130,000 Italian soldiers. This total 
was swollen on 8th September 
1943 when the Italian Government 
under Badoglio surrendered to the 
Allies. The Italian prisoners of war 
were initially held in POW camps 
in Eritrea, but due to shortages 
of labour in Great Britain, many 

An aerial view of 
the prisoner of war 
huts in Peckham 
Rye Common. Note 
how the south 
eastern side of the 
park is divided into 
plots for growing 
vegetables. The 
Italian prisoners of 
war would have 
helped tend these 
plots.

One of the Prisoner of War huts before its 
demolition in 2009.



18 19

of these men were transported to 
this country from 1942 onwards 
to undertake agricul tural labour, 
bomb damage clearance and 
construction work in the cities. 

The earlier smaller huts seen in 
the aerial picture to the right were 
used by the heavy anti-aircraft 
battery in Southwark Park up to 
1942 when they built their own 
huts in their park.

In 1944 four new huts built of 
concrete sections were erected on 
Peckham Rye Common to house 
POWs. The occupants raised pigs 
and chickens and also harvested 
produce grown on the common. 

The initial occupants were 
Italian prisoners but these were 
soon replaced by German POWs 
and displaced people from 
Europe. 

Since the 1940s one of the huts 
subsequently became the “One 
O’Clock Club” and the others have 
been used for storage and more 
recently as changing rooms for 
young soccer players. The board 
has been erected to mark an 
important period in our heritage.

LCC bomb damage Map showing areas of 
war damage. The darker the colour the 
more severe the damage purple and black 
indicating total destruction.

The unveiling of the information board 
which describes the Second World 
War Italian prisoner of war camp was 
performed by the Consul of Italy Sarah 
Eti Castellani on the 8th September 
2011.

We were privileged that a member of the 
Italian embassy of Consul Castellani’s 
standing could come to perform this 
important ceremony. The unveiling 
was introduced by the Chairman of the 
Peckham Society, Peter Frost. Consul 
Castellani said that the information 
board marked an important time in the 
war after the capitulation of Italy in 1943 
who then became one of our allies and 
resisted the fascist regime of the Nazis.

The deputy leader of Southwark Council, 
Councillor Ian Wingfield then spoke 
about Southwark and Italian connections 
reaching back to its Roman origins of 
2,000 years ago with the building of 
London Bridge. He also mentioned the 
local support for Italian unification and 
Garibaldi in the 19th century.
Councillor Renata Hamvas, a local ward 
councillor then echoed what had been 

said and stated it was important that 
the lessons from the Second World War 
were known to the community and the 
younger generation. Peter Frost thanked 
those who attended. Southwark’s, 
Cleaner, Greener and Safer team 
had  worked closely with the Peckham 
Society in making this event possible.

The party continued with refreshments 
and drinks at Cafe on the Rye. We had 
music from the wartime and Benedict 
O’Looney, who was instrumental in the 
design of the unveiled board, projected 
images of bomb damage and an aerial 
photograph of the four huts taken in 
1944. The prisoners could come and 
go in the daytime but slept in the huts 
at night. They were engaged in clearing 
up the bomb damage and were more a 
labour gang at this time in the war. 

We also had some feedback from local 
residents who lived here as children and 
mentioned the keeping of poultry and 
pigs as well as the neighbouring wheat 
field and allotments which was part of 
the “dig for victory” campaign.

Unveiling the Board

Hannover Park, 
bombed on the 
night of January 
18th 1943, Now the 
Morrisson’s car 
park. As the aerial 
map shows, parts of 
central Peckham 
were heavily 
bombed during 
London’s blitz.

Many thanks to the Peckham 
Society and Peter Frost for the 
information and images for this 
article.
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Advertise 
here  

for as little 
as £20 

VIV The SPIV 
For all your  

WARTIME EVENTS

Top Quality Merchandise 

Always In-Stock

(No Coupons Required)

Call 07956 282186  
Email vivthespiv@hotmail.co.uk

Christmas 
Party Nights

With the Fabulous

Silver Wings 
Swing Orchestra 

& Singers

For further details and booking form contact: Christmas Party Night, Hanger One, The Aviator Hotel, Sywell 
Aerodrome, Sywell, Northampton NN6 OBN   Telephone: 01604 491112   Facsimile: 01604 790701

e-mail: info@sywellaerodrome.co.uk  web: www.aviatorhotel.co.uk

BACK BY PUBLIC DEMAND!!
Following their exciting atmospheric debut appearance 
for the MAY DAY BALL here at our Hangar One. 

Marcus Reynolds  & The Silver Wings Swing Orchestra 
are invited back with their singers, bringing you a dash 
of “Blitz inspired Glitz”. Dance to music from the ‘Man 
Who Played Glenn Millers Trombone’ playing music 
from the 1940’s Big Band era.  

Inclusive Package - £49.50 per person or book a table 
for eight or ten. Menu includes traditional Christmas 
Fayre (vegetarian option available)

Reception: 7.00pm  Dinner: 8.00pm  Carriages: 2.00am

Saturday 17th December & Friday 23rd December 2011

If you would like to book The Silver Wings Swing 
Orchestra for your event:

Email: marcus@marcusreynolds.com

Please send your cheque plus £2 p&p payable to “The 1940s Society”.

Member Offers
Special offers available to members only until 31st December 2011.

Its nearly Christmas. The season of joy, goodwill, and too much rich food. 
Also an opportunity to bag yourself a Christmas bargain.
I’ve put together a selection of special offers for members at not to be repeated prices.
Hope you enjoy them.

RRP £9.50 RRP £14.00 RRP £14.00 RRP £14.00

Jon Mills has a meticulous eye for detail and has produced wonderfully informative 
and picture rich books for collectors, historians, re-enactors or anyone interested in 
Britains Homefront. The above books; 1. The Women’s Voluntary Service (WVS),  
2. Identity Cards, Permits and Passes, 3. Pre-Service Training Corps for Girls (WJAC, 
GTC, GNTC), 4. The Mechanical Transport Corps (MTC), are essential books for the 
enthusiasts library. All four can be purchased from the society at only £28.00.

Night Raiders - Board Game

RRP £7.99

A nice 
reproduction 
of a wartime  
board game 
for 2 - 4 
players.
Available from 
the society at 
only £5.99.

Christmas on the Home Front

RRP £14.99

Homefront expert Mike Brown 
explores how people celebrated 
Christmas despite the problems of 
shortages, rationing, the blackout, 
Luftwaffe raids. Only £7.99.
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12th November 2011 
Spitfire Bounce 7-30 till Midnight
Swing, Jive & Boogie all night to music from 
the 1940s & early 1950s. Slade Green 
Community Center, Bridge Road, Erith 
(Dartford) DA8 2HS. Dress to Impress, 40s 
or 50s Civilian or Allied uniform
Free tea, coffee & doughnuts, Please bring 
your own drinks. Tickets £6 or £7 on the 
door. Details: 07506 851862 or www.
spitfirebounce.com
      
25 November 2011 
The 1940’s Society - Sevenoaks
Is Defeat Final? 
The European Gorvernments in  
Britain 1940 - 45.
With Germany occupying most of Western 
Europe by the summer of 1940, Britain 
became the only country from which 
displaced European governments and their 
armed forces could continue the fight 
against Nazism. 
Jon Mills looks at the activities of these 
exiled allied governments and armies, their 
continued fight against oppression and, in 
some cases, their eventual return to their 
liberated countries.
8pm at Otford Memorial Hall  
near Sevenoaks, Kent.
Further details from Ian on  
01732 452505 Admission £3  

3 December 2011
Otford Swing Dance
7-30 till Midnight (Christmas Special)
Otford Village Memorial Hall, Otford, Kent 
TN14 5PQ
Dress to Impress, 1940s preferred.
Free tea, coffee & doughnuts, Please bring 
your own drinks
Tickets £6 or £7 on the door
Details: 07506 851862 or www.
spitfirebounce.com
   
17 December 2011 
Christmas Party Night with the Silver Wings 
Swing Orchestra
The Aviator Hotel, Sylwell Aerodrome, 
Northampton NN6 OBN
Reception 7pm, Dinner 8pm, Carriages 2am 
Dance to the music of the big band era. 
Inclusive package £49.50 per person.
Telephone: 01604 491112 Facsimile: 01604 
790701
e-mail: info@sywellaerodrome.co.uk web: 
www.aviatorhotel.co.uk

23 December 2011 
Christmas Party Night with the Silver Wings 
Swing Orchestra
The Aviator Hotel, Sylwell Aerodrome, 
Northampton NN6 OBN
Reception 7pm, Dinner 8pm, Carriages 2am 
Dance to the music of the big band era. 
Inclusive package £49.50 per person.
Telephone: 01604 491112 Facsimile: 01604 
790701
e-mail: info@sywellaerodrome.co.uk web: 
www.aviatorhotel.co.uk

31st January 2011 
NEW YEARS EVE SWING DANCE PARTY  
1930’ and 40’s Music - Market Harborough 
Swing Dance are holding an everyone 
welcome swing party on December 31st 
2011 to see the new year in. Its at The 
Jubilee Hall, Bowden Lane, Market 
Harborough, LE16 7JD - starts at 8pm and 
ends at 12.30am. 1940’s dress encouraged. 
Music played all evening will be popular 
tunes from the 1930’s and 1940’s. American 
style BBQ so bring a plate of food to share - 
Tea and Cake supplied but bring your own 
alcaholic beverages. Only £5 per person - 
Tickets from ray@p4.co.uk and more 
information at www.midlandsdancing.co.uk

27 January 2012
The 1940’s Society - Sevenoaks
The Blitz
Author Carol Harris will be talking about 
Britain during the Blitz as well as recounting 
some of the stories of the Blitz from her 
latest book.
Carol is an excellent and  
entertaining speaker -  
a guaranteed good evening.

8pm at Otford Memorial Hall  
near Sevenoaks, Kent.
Further details from Ian on  
01732 452505 Admission £3    
     
28th January 2012 
Spitfire Bounce 7-30 till Midnight
Swing, Jive & Boogie all night to music from 
the 1940s & early 1950s. 
Slade Green Community Center, Bridge 
Road, Erith (Dartford) DA8 2HS
Dress to Impress, 40s or 50s Civilian or 
Allied uniform
Free tea, coffee & doughnuts, Please bring 
your own drinks
Tickets £6 or £7 on the door
Details: 07506 851862 or  
www.spitfirebounce.com

Events Diary
Not a complete 
listing of 
everything that’s 
going on but a 
few events that 
may be of interest 
to members. 

More are listed on 
the website at 
www.1940.co.uk

25 February 2012 
Hedna’s The Vintage Nightclub, The 
Stables,  Milton Keynes MK17 8LU 
From 8.30 pm - A chance for you to wear 
your best classic clothing & immerse in an 
evening of pure, exclusive vintage 
entertainment. Dance to swing tunes, as 
they were meant to be heard with live 
singers & shellac gramophone records from 
‘Empire Radio’. Contact the Box office on 
01908 280800 or visit  
www.homefrontfriends.org.uk/hednas

25 February 2012
Otford Swing Dance 7-30 till Midnight 
(Christmas Special)
Otford Village Memorial Hall, Otford, Kent 
TN14 5PQ
Dress to Impress, 1940s preferred.
Free tea, coffee & doughnuts, Please bring 
your own drinks
Tickets £6 or £7 on the door
Details: 07506 851862 or www.
spitfirebounce.com

10 March 2012 
1940s HOME FRONT CHARITY DANCE  - 
SCARBOROUGH
The Conservative Club Huntriss Row 
Scarborough YO11 2ED.   
7.30pm till Midnight. Journey back in time to 
the 1940s.  Dress up, enjoy the music and 
have a dance to the ever popular 1940s 
entertainers Paul and Natasha Harper. 
Tickets limited  £10 to include supper. 
For further details tel. 01723 366123 or 
07739 231053.   All profits to Help for 
Heroes. 1940s dress appreciated but not 
essential (No German or Axis uniforms).

23 - 26 March 2012
Riviera Swing
A long weekend of 1930s & 1940s Vintage 
entertainment in Torquay
Featuring the John Miller Ochestra, The 
Jive Aces, The Little Devils and Kate Garner 
as well as top 1940s DJs.Lots going on 
including Classes, Dances,  
Sing-a-longs, Cinema &  
market. For details call  
01708 374164 or  
visit: www.rivieraswing.co.uk

30 March 2012 
The 1940’s Society - Sevenoaks
A presentation by Sean Longdon.

8pm at Otford Memorial Hall  
near Sevenoaks, Kent.
Further details from Ian on  
01732 452505 Admission £3    
        
25 May 2012 
The 1940’s Society - Sevenoaks
Speaker to be confirmed.

8pm at Otford Memorial Hall near 
Sevenoaks, Kent.
Further details from Ian on 01732 452505 
Admission £3    
        
13 July 2012 
The 1940’s Society - Sevenoaks
Speaker to be confirmed.

8pm at Otford Memorial Hall near 
Sevenoaks, Kent.
Further details from Ian on 01732 452505 
Admission £3    
        
18 - 22 July 2012 
The War & Peace Show - The Hop Farm, 
Paddock Wood, Kent, TN12 6PY
The largest Military Vehicle show in the 
world. Visit: www.thewarandpeaceshow.com 
for further details. 
   
28 September 2012 
The 1940’s Society - 
Sevenoaks
Speaker to be confirmed.

8pm at Otford Memorial Hall  
near Sevenoaks, Kent.
Further details from Ian on  
01732 452505 Admission £3    
        
30 November 2012
The 1940’s Society - Sevenoaks
Speaker to be confirmed.

8pm at Otford Memorial Hall 
near Sevenoaks, Kent.
Further details from Ian on 
01732 452505 Admission £3  
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The 1940’s Society
Membership Application

I hope you have found this issue both interesting and informative and would like 
to receive it on a regular basis.

Please use this form (or a copy) or join online at www.1940.co.uk if you would 
like to continue to receive the magazine throughout 2012.  

Please ensure that your details are updated should you move or your details 
change.

Membership is £15 (£28 non UK) which goes towards the costs of printing & 
posting the 6 issues produced each year.

Name:
Address:

Tel No:
Email Address:
Particular Interest in the 1940s:

Please let me know what items or improvements you would like to  
see in the magazine

I enclose my membership fee of £15     (or £28 non UK)
(Please make cheques payable to “The 1940s Society”)

PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY IN CAPITALS

PLEASE RETURN TO:
    The 1940s Society
    90, Lennard Road, Dunton Green,
    Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 2UX

Fill in your application to ensure you get future copies of the 
magazine throughout 2012 (or join online at www.1940.co.uk).

Issue 70


