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The ‘friendly invasion’ of  American servicemen (and women) began in 1942 and by 1945 around
three million had passed through the United Kingdom. 

With money in their pockets, a smart uniform, and access to goods the British housewife hadn’t
seen in the shops for many years they were generally popular but resented by some.  
The phrase ‘over-paid, over-sexed, and over here’ being used to describe them in less than 
complimentary terms.

This booklet was issued to American forces in an attempt to get them acquainted with the British,
their country, and their ways, and avoid some of the more obvious misunderstandings that could
easily occur without at least a little knowledge of the strange and wonderful British customs.

Covering a diverse range of subjects such as, customs & manners, sports & pastimes, history & 
language, as well as some important do’s and dont’s, it is a delight to read and goes to show that 
some things haven’t changed that much in the last 60 years since this was originally produced.

Care has been taken to ensure that the same format and a similar
paper stock has been used for the pages of this booklet as for the one
actually issued in 1942. 

Thus, the removal of the outer colour cover of this booklet gives an
accurate reproduction of what was issued to the American servicemen
for use by re-enactors, schools and others interested in its history. 
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